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Introduction 
For half a century, Harvey Comics’ characters ruled newsstands, television screens and the imaginations of children across 

America. While the names Casper the Friendly Ghost, Richie Rich, Little Audrey, Hot Stuff, Spooky, Sad Sack, Dick 

Tracy, The Green Hornet, and New Kids On The Block live on, the longtime publisher has been largely forgotten. In this 

documentary, Ghost Empire brings together stories from family members, former Harvey artists and employees, historians, 

and celebrities to reveal the untold story of a publishing empire that influenced pop culture for decades.  
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Contact Inquiries  
 

Jonny Harvey  

Director 

Phone: 240-620-2154 Email:jonnyharvey47@gmail.com 

Declan Ryan 

Executive Producer  

Phone: 630-673-7865 Email: declanriain@gmail.com 

Mike Hogan 

Co-Producer 

Phone: 443-845-2409 Email:hoganmike995@gmail.com 

Sean Flanagan 

Producer  

Phone: 646-549-9927 Email: sean@magnetboxfilms.com 
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 SUMMARY 
 

Jonny Harvey grew up hearing stories of a celebrated family business 

that later came crashing down through a series of bitter events. His 

curiosity inspired him to discover the origin story of the old family business, 

and soon uncovered a piece of American history that the world knew little 

about. Jonny has put together a proven team that brings to life the complete 

history of a publishing empire that influenced millions across the world.  
 
 

Jonny Harvey - Director of Ghost Empire  
Grandson of Leon Harvey 
 
Family defined Harvey Comics through and through. The history of 

Harvey Comics is a story of three brothers: Alfred, his twin Leon, and their 

older brother Robert Harvey and how they set precedent in publishing for 

decades. The company was ultimately defined by the loyalty and betrayal 

between the brothers and their families. The viewer will experience the rise 

and fall of a family business that seemed too big to fail until sickness to the 

brothers sparked infighting between family as competing agendas arose. 
 

Jerry Harvey - Son of Leon Harvey  
 
For decades, Marvel, Archie, DC, and Harvey Comics flooded 

newsstands and dominated comic book sales as the four core publishers. 

Attracting the youngest comic book readers, Harvey was a gateway into 

comics for children that would grow up and move on to more mature comic 

lines. As the comic book industry evolved, Harvey had trouble reaching the 

youngest readers and the company was forced to stop printing, creating a 

massive void in the industry. 

 
 
 
The crew has more than twenty on-camera interviews with the Harvey 

family, former employees, comic book thought leaders, and celebrities to tell 

the Harvey story. Our eclectic interviewees guides viewers through Harvey 

and its iconic characters’ 80 year life-span to tell the most complete, 

compelling, and unknown history of the beloved company.  

 

Sid Jacobson - Editor-in-Chief  
Harvey Comics 

 
Ghost Empire has started a casting process to include actors, directors, 

and notable thought-leaders that have a genuine story to add to the film’s 

narrative. Working with Morgan Casting, the film will feature those 

involved in Harvey films, as well as named celebrities that were influenced 

by any of Harvey’s characters and can add context to the company’s 

cultural impact.  
 

Christine Ebersole - Regina Rich 
Richie Rich (1994 Film)  
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HARVEY’S ORIGIN STORY 
 
The Son of Jewish immigrants, Alfred Harvey’s full name was originally 

“Alfred Harvey Wiernikoff.” Jewish Americans in the 1930s and 

throughout the war years found it nearly impossible to find any reputable 

work in writing, journalism, and the arts. Knowing “Wiernikoff Comics” 

would never sell in America, Alfred and his brothers officially changed 

their family name to Harvey, and courted some of the most talented Jewish 

and Italian Americans that ever worked in the comic book industry.   
 

Etic Harvey - Son of Alfred Harvey 
 
 
Harvey  Publications started by licensing top comic book strips in the 

late 1930s and into the ‘40s. They put out top lines like Dick Tracy, Joe 

Palooka, and Blondie. The Green Hornet became a cultural symbol against 

Nazi Germany, and Black Cat, a Hollywood stunt actress by day and 

crime-fighter by night, became the first woman superhero featured as the lead 

in her own book, coming out two months before DC’s Wonder Woman in 

1941.  
 

 

 
 
World War II changed the entire landscape of publishing. Alfred was 

stationed at the Pentagon in Washington D.C., where he developed 

informational and entertaining comic books for soldiers overseas and 

developed relationships with some of the best artists in the industry. After 

the war, a flood of publishers entered the market and there became a 

shortage of paper. Alfred’s connection to paper and artists from the army 

solidified Harvey’s place on newstands for years to come.  

 

 
Jack Kirby, Alfred Harvey, and Joe Simon 

 
The business began to thrive in the 1950s when Paramount’s Famous 

Studios sold Harvey the rights to an immensely popular movie cartoon 

character, Little Audrey, along with the rights to publish other Famous 

Studios characters, including a throw-in and little known character, 

Casper The Friendly Ghost. Harvey revolutionized Casper and soon 

created Richie Rich, which became one of the most popular comic books 

of all time.  

 
Howard Beckerman - Animator 
Paramount Cartoon Studios 
 
Casper became a sensation around the globe. The company started to 

develop a large line of family friendly comics and cemented Harvey’s place 

on newstands. by the 1970s, NASA named Apollo 16’s control module 

after The Friendly Ghost. At the height of the company’s popularity and 

success, its star character soared so high it landed on the moon.  
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HARVEY’S CHARACTERS  

 
Unlike other publishers, Harvey produced comics featuring strong 

female lead characters. Better yet, the character’s storylines emphasized 

female leadership and body positivity, rather than the heteronormative 

plots of the other publishers. Harvey’s neighborhood provided not only 

comics that young women could relate to, but a sense of empowerment 

and pride in their identities. These female characters directly impacted 

generations of women that now lead in the industry today.  
 

Yvette Kaplan - Director  
Beavis and Butt-head, Doug 
 
Harvey defied stereotypes. Little Audrey empowered girls to behave 

like leaders, not as passive bystanders. Her world included characters like 

Tiny, a character considered to be one of the first African American 

comic book characters who wasn’t guided by racial stereotypes. Little 

Dot showed how a community could embrace rather than shun obscure, 

obsessive behavior. Little Lotta turned the rules of eating on its head, 

promoting food as a way to help her grow healthy and strong.  
 

 

The Harvey universe, known as Harveyville, expanded to mainly 

feature Richie Rich, Little Dot, Little Lotta, Little Audrey, Baby Huey, 

Herman and Katnip, Casper the Friendly Ghost, Hot Stuff, Spooky, and 

Wendy the Good Little Witch. The company licensed over 1,000 items 

featuring Harvey characters and they became faces of the Boys Scouts of 

America, the National Baseball League, the American Dental 

Association, and other prominent institutions geared toward young 

children.  
 

Harvey Comics  became the top selling children’s comic line of all 

time with the universe it built around Richie Rich and Casper the 

Friendly Ghost. Casper and Richie were to Harvey what Batman and 

Superman are to DC Comics. By the late 1970s, Casper had one of the 

most famous faces in America with a 97.8 percent recognition factor.  
1

Richie Rich shattered comic book records, staring in 32 different comic 

book lines in a span of two months. Richie had annual circulation of 36 

million up until the early-1980s.   
2

Paul Levitz - Editor-in-Chief 
DC Comics 

Television exposure for Harvey’s characters ran over 12 million 

viewers per week well into the 1970s, and at one point 67 percent of 

mothers reported that their children regularly viewed Casper on TV.¹ 

Harvey’s characters had a home on ABC Television from the 1950s up 

until the early 1980s, at which point more than 90 percent of cable 

viewers tuned in to the Big Three networks in CBS, NBC, and ABC.  3

 

1 Marketing Division of the Colgate Company and the Haug Associates of Los Angeles.  
2 Harvey World Famous Comics, Inc. press release, 1982.  
3 “The Big Three’s Prime-Time Decline: A Technological and Social Context”  Academic Journal - Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media. 
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HARVEY’S DOWNFALL 

 

In 1974, two years after Casper flew to the moon, Robert died of a heart 

attack which eroded the structure of the business. Robert’s wife took over 

his share of the company, causing friction between Alfred and Leon. The 

two brothers then started developing health problems and because of this, 

an office that once fostered creativity soon became a ghost town. Alfred 

and Leon stepped aside, while their wives and children took on increased 

roles in the company, often with competing agendas for personal gain. 

 
Tom DeFalco - Editor-in-Chief  
Marvel Comics 

 

Lawsuits flew like arrows, their targets ranging from old collaborators to  

new competitors. The turmoil and financial burden forced Harvey to stop 

printing in 1982. The characters almost found a home with Marvel in the 

mid-80s, but Alfred shut the deal down with hope that the company could 

find its legs again. After pillaging Harvey’s warehouse and selling original 

artwork and comic books for a fraction of its worth today, the company 

resumed publishing after three long years.  
Steve Geppi - Founder and CEO   

Diamond Comics Distributors 
 

The market for comic books had soured when Harvey returned to the 

fold. Comic books no longer sold on newstands and in candy stores, where 

the company’s demographic would find them. Leon died after long battle 

with Alzheimer's disease in 1988 dividing the family the family fortune 

and deflating its creative spark. Within a decade, the company 

accumulated $1 million in debt. 
 

 
Jerry Beck - Animation Historian  
Harvey Comics Entertainment Employee 
 
 
No company wanted to work with the bitterly divided family or buy its 

properties at market value. In a miraculous turn of events, Jeff 

Montgomery, a young entrepreneur fresh out of college, offered to 

purchase the company for $8 million. With initial funds from a Saudi 

Prince that Jeff befriended at USC, Leon’s wife orchestrated a deal to 

present to Alfred and Robert’s family. They agreed, and the company sold 

in 1989. The company re-branded to Harvey Comics Entertainment and 

moved to Hollywood.  

Angelo DeCesare - Artist 
Harvey Comics & Harvey Entertainment 

 

Alfred fell into a coma soon after signing the company over, and the 

three brother’s families all went their separate ways. Alfred died several 

years later and three brothers quickly turned into none. The families lost 

communication for decades. Jonny Harvey has brought family members 

back together to recount the events that eroded the family business.   

 
 

Adam Harvey - Son of Alfred Harvey   
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HARVEY’S REBIRTH 

 
 
 

In the 1990s, Harvey Entertainment re-energized the Harvey brand 

and Jeff Montgomery became the youngest President and CEO to take a 

company public on Wall Street. Harvey Entertainment recruited former 

Harvey Comics staff and started new comic book phenomenons in New 

Kids On The Block and Saved By The Bell, as well as Hanna Barbera’s 

Scooby Doo, Tom and Jerry, The Flintstones, among others. 

 
 

Fred Seibert - Founder of Frederator  
Last President of Hanna Barbera Animation 

 
 
Montgomery scored big in the box office with the 1994 movie 

Richie Rich starring MaCaulay Culkin and Steven Spielberg’s CGI 

adaptation of Casper in 1995, but his success was short-lived. The New 

York Times labeled Montgomery and his new company a failure before 

it started with a 1993 article that started with “Is Casper, of Friendly 

Ghost Fame, dying all over again?”  With investors already impatient to 
4

see a return, Harvey’s board of directors ousted Jeff in 1998, eventually 

selling the properties to Classic Media in 2003.  

 
Barry Blumberg - Vice President  
Harvey Comics Entertainment 
 
DREAMWORKS ANIMATION now owns the Harvey 

properties and the company believes the future is bright for the 

brand. After a 2015 Richie Rich sitcom didn’t catch on, the studio 

has developed a new take on the Harvey girls called Girls Forever, 

an animated show featuring the Harvey girls and the neighborhood 

of Harvey Street. The show has reimagined a modern take on the 

characters and Netflix recently released its second season. 

Dreamworks plans to develop more content with the Harvey 

properties in the near future. 

Aliki Theofilopoulos, Brendan Hay - Showrunners 
Harvey Girls Forever 

 
20 percent of Generation Xers and 14 percent of Baby Boomers 

reported that having a movie based on a favorite book or comic is the 

main factor that drives them to see a movie in the theater.  The 
5

documentary continues to build buzz amongst comic book circles and 

Harvey faithful each day, and the crew plans to promote the film at 

several Comic-Cons to re-energize core comic book fans before the film 

premieres.  
 

Danny Fingeroth - Comics Historian and Author 
Jews, Comics, and the Creation of the Superhero 

4 Eichenwald, Kurt. “Market Place; Casper the Friendly Ghost Is Making No Pals on Wall Street.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 29 June 1993.  
5 Harris Interactive. "What Are The Main Factors That Ever Drive You to See a Movie in a Theater?." Statista - The Statistics Portal, Statista. 
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GHOST EMPIRE THEMES 

 
 

The cultural influence of Harvey and its characters has academic 

scholars perplexed. With Archie, Marvel and DC’s histories well known, 

how has the Harvey story somehow fallen through the cracks? Ghost 

Empire will be the first to tell the full story of the rise and fall of the 

world famous comic book publisher.  
 
 

Karen Green - Columbia University 
Comic Book and Cartoon Curator  
 
Children’s media has changed drastically in the past century. Harvey 

was one of the main purveyors of comics for generations of children, 

particularly the young children of the 1950s and 1980s. The stories 

preached tolerance, mediation, and diversity. They taught kids to not 

necessarily trust first impressions, to go beyond appearances, to have an 

open mind and an open heart. How did Harvey’s stories and its characters 

manage to shape the world views for an entire generation of children? 
Kathy Merlock Jackson - Virginia Wesleyan 

Professor of Children’s Pop Culture and Media 
 

 
WOMEN held high ranks at the Harvey office, which fostered a 

workplace culture that felt ahead of its time for the women who 

worked there. The Harveys didn’t instill a strict dress code and women 

could wear pants instead of skirts in the office. They also allowed 

pregnant women to work as long as they felt comfortable, whether 

full-time, part-time, or from home, both unheard practices for women 

in industry during the 1950s and 1960s.  
 

Jeannie Novitz - Harvey Employee 
 
Harvey was the entry-point in comic books for the youngest readers. 

As readers aged, they tended to gravitate toward more mature lines like 

Archie, Marvel, and DC comics. When Harvey left the market in the 

1980s, it sent the entire industry into a frenzy. How did the industry 

adapt when a comic-book staple vanished? As the characters have left the 

public eye for years, will the new iterations of the characters attract and 

resonate with the children of today? 

 

 

The Harvey story transcends cultural norms. The Harveys treated 

employees like family, and often split profits 50/50 to attract top talent, 

unheard of in the comic book industry. The three brothers set out to 

make a better life for their families, but sickness, ego, and bad luck 

brought it all down. How did this underdog become a national 

sensation only to fade away? What lessons can be taught from a story of 

a family business?  

 
Mark Evanier - Comics Historian and Author  

Kirby: King of Comics 
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GHOST EMPIRE CREW 

 
Ghost Empire New York production Crew, Summer 2018. 

Jonny Harvey  
Director  

 
Grandson of the Co-Owner of Harvey Comics, Jonny Harvey is directing, producing, and writing a documentary that will 

shed light on the inner workings and untold story of his family’s comic book empire. Equipped with a business degree from 

Tulane University and years of experience in digital journalism, Jonny has gathered a proven team of filmmakers from all 

over the country to transform the words from his pages to the big screen.  
 

Declan Ryan 
Executive Producer  

 
Declan Ryan started 2018 strong with a 

February release of a documentary called 42 

Grams on Netflix, and he’s now producing three 

more films; Ghost Empire, Snowflake and Cajun 

Christmas. His most recent work involves 

bringing two feature films, Paranormal 

Abduction and Open Tables to worldwide 

digital audiences in 2017.  

 

Declan specializes in packaging films to global 

audiences, setting up distribution deals for 

several feature films, namely documentaries. Based in New Orleans, he produced and shot John Ritchie’s Shell Shocked, a 

hit documentary that raised awareness about gun violence among New Orleans’ youth.     
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GHOST EMPIRE CREW 

Mike Hogan 
Co-Producer   

 
Mike Hogan makes his documentary debut as the Co-Producer of Ghost 

Empire. Mike studied film at Loyola University New Orleans, where he was 

the Editor-In-Chief of two publications, one of which he created to foster a 

film centered outlet for student writers and filmmakers. After graduating, he 

worked in film and television production in New Orleans for several years 

before moving  out to  Los Angeles to work as an Associate Producer for the 

hit Food Network show, Guy’s Grocery Games. 

 
 

Edward Salerno  
Director of Photography  

 
Eddie Salerno Jr is the cinematographer for Ghost Empire. He joins the 

team with over a decade of docu-advertising, live event, and narrative 

Feature film experience as a Director of Photography. Eddie earned his 

MFA from the American Film Institute and has received several festival 

accolades for his work. His do-it-all mindset, attention to detail, and vast 

film experience made him the perfect candidate to bring Director Jonny 

Harvey's vision to life. 

 
 

Eva Contis 
Editor  

 
Eva Contis has an illustrious career in film production as an 

editor and post-production supervisor. She has experience in all 

levels of production including producing, pre-production, 

directing, field producing and script writing for feature films, 

shorts, television shows and documentaries. Eva has edited 

several shorts and features, including the Oscar-Winning short 

film, The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore, and 

she recently directed, wrote, and edited the award winning short 

film Breasts, which has been an official selection at New Orleans Film Fest and the Austin Film Festival, among others. 

 
Best of the Crew 
 
Producer - Sean Flanagan  
Sound Editor - Larry Blake  
Score Supervisor - Jay Weigel 
Colorist - Bradley Greer 
Assistant Editor - Monika Kozicz  
Camera Operator - Andrew Gaul 
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GHOST EMPIRE INFO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Teaser Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XULKFtRP8o 

Publicity Materials: storystreetproductions.com 

Genre: Documentary 

Rating: Not Yet Rated 

Copyright: © 2018 Ghost Empire, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

U.S. Release Date: --  

Run Time: --  

 

Cast:  Adam Harvey, Angelo DeCesare, Barry Blumberg, Christine Ebersole, Danny Fingeroth, Eric 

Harvey, Fred Seibert, Heidi MacDonald, Howard Beckerman, Jeannie Novitz, Jerry Beck, Jerry 

Harvey, Jonny Harvey, Jessica Tseang, Jim Thompson, Karen Green, Kathy Merlock Jackson, Mark 

Evanier, Paul Levitz, Paul Maringelli, Sid Jacobson, Steve Geppi, Tom DeFalco, Yvette Kapla, 

Mark Arnold, Stan Harfenist, Aliki Theofilopoulos, Brendan Hay, Jeff Montgomery.  

 

Directed by: Jonny Harvey 

Screenplay by: Jonny Harvey 

Executive Producer: Declan Ryan 

Jerry Harvey 

Produced by: Sean Flanagan 

Co-Producer: Mike Hogan 

Director of Photography: Edward Salerno Jr. 

Edited by: Eva Contis 

Music by: Jay Weigel 

Casting by: Morgan Casting 

 

  

 

@GhostEmpireDOC 
 

 

 

EPK Link: ----  

 

 

For rough cut requests or general inquiries, 

contact: StoryStreetProd@gmail.com 
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